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The House met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. LATOURETTE).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
December 27, 2012.

I hereby appoint the Honorable STEVEN C.
LATOURETTE to act as Speaker pro tempore
on this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

God of all creation, we give You
thanks for giving us another day.

As this Chamber lies silent still, we
pray for hope as many Americans expe-
rience anxiety about their future.

Send a spirit of wisdom and good
judgment upon the leaders of Congress
that they might forge a solution to as-
suage the concerns of their fellow citi-
zZens.

Send us Your spirit so that there
might be peace on Earth and good will
among all men and women.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. KUCINICH)

come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. KUCINICH led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, we are in
pro forma session. Pro forma session is
a session without substance or solu-
tions.

We have much to do, Mr. Speaker.
Millions of Americans returned to
work yesterday. Millions more have re-
turned to work today after taking off
time for their holidays.

Mr. Speaker, we have, as you well
know, a long list of expiring items this
House must complete before the end of
the year or it will have adverse con-
sequences to our people.

First I want to say, Mr. Speaker,
that you are one who has been working
very hard to assure that we reached so-
lutions, and I want to thank you for
that. Some of us are here in this Cham-
ber today, but, very frankly, all of us
ought to be here in this Chamber
today, all the Republicans and all the
Democrats, working so that our people
have confidence that although our
challenges are tough, that we are at
least here trying to reach a consensus
on solutions to those challenges.

Mr. Speaker, as you well know, on
January 1, middle class taxes will rise.
Indeed, taxes on all Americans will
rise. Mr. Speaker, you are also aware
that we have legislation that has
passed the Senate overwhelmingly on a
bipartisan, 68-31, vote to address the
issue of violence against women. Postal
reform legislation passed the Senate in
a bipartisan fashion. We have a farm

bill, Mr. Speaker, that has passed
through the Senate in a bipartisan
fashion and passed out of the com-
mittee in this House in a bipartisan
fashion. We are facing sequestration on
January 2 that every Member of this
House believes is an irrational alter-
native. We have many of our fellow
citizens battered by Sandy, one of the
largest storms to hit the Northeast
ever. The Senate is now considering a
foreign intelligence surveillance act, a
piece of legislation to keep our country
safe and secure. We have doctors who
are worrying about whether they’re
going to be reimbursed for their med-
ical expenses that they deliver to sen-
ior citizens. We have an alternative
minimum tax that will expire on De-
cember 31, resulting in a tax increase
to many of our citizens. We have tax
extenders that have not been extended.
We have a jobs bill that the President
has asked for that has not been consid-
ered, much less passed.

Mr. Speaker, we ought to be here,
working, addressing these challenges.
Everywhere, Mr. Speaker, that you and
I go, I know that we hear, ‘“What are
you doing on the fiscal cliff?”” Or ‘I
hope you’re working hard on the fiscal
cliff.”

Mr. Speaker, lamentably, I must tell
them, we’re not working. We’re not
here. We're not addressing the chal-
lenges that I have just mentioned.

Mr. Speaker, I would hope that the
Speaker of the House would call us
back immediately to address these
challenges. We have 4 days left to go
before the end of this year, before all of
those items that I spoke about expire.
The sequester happens the 2nd day of
January.

We ought to be here working, Mr.
Speaker. We’re not. This is a pro forma
session. As I said at the beginning, a
pro forma session is a session without
substance and without solutions.

I would urge the Speaker of this
House to call us back in session to do

[J This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., [] 1407 is 2:07 p.m.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

Printed on recycled paper.

H7433



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-06T11:15:09-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




